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county. 1 do not know any of them personally, so 1
wrote to each of them a letter, as well as sending them a
formal invitation. I thought that was right.'

'Quite right,1 said the Duchess. 'Nothing could be
more proper.'

6 "Well, the first person, of course, is the Lord Lieutenant,
He is coming.'

' By the bye, let me see, who is your lord lieutenant ?'
said the Duke.

* Lord Agramont.'

4 To be sure. I was at college with him, a very good
fellow ; but I have never met him since, except once at
Boodle's; and I never saw a man so red and grey, and I
remember him such a good-looking fellow ! He must have
lived immensely in the country, and never thought of his
person,' said the Duke in a tone of pity, and playing witb
his moustache.

4 Is there a Lady Agramont ? * enquired the Duchess.

' Oh yes! and she also honours me with her presence,'
Baid Lothair.

* And who was Lady Agramont ? '

4 Oh! his cousin/ said the Duke. * The Agramonta
always marry their cousins. His father did the same
thing. They are so shy. It is a family that never was in
society anjd never will be. I was at Agramont Castle once
when I was at college, and I never shall forget it. "We
used to sit down forty or fifty every day to dinner, entirely
maiden a.unts and clergymen, and that sort of thing. How-
ever, I shall be truly glad to see Agramont again, for, not-
withstanding all these disadvantages, he is a thoroughly
good fellow.'

* Then there is the High Sheriff,' continued Lothair;
* and both the county members and tneir wives; and Mrs.
High Sheriff too. I believe there is some tremendous
question respecting the precedency of this lady. There is